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Damste. Dr. Goris has pointed out that the view of the mission-
aries is based on the principle that all peoples are by nature " no
good " and in a hopeless " soul-conflict" that can only be rem-
edied by the peculiar brand of religion the missionaries preach.
Finding little evidence of this " soul-conflict" in the Balinese,
the missionaries encourage it or try to create it by stirring up the
natural animosity of the lower classes against the high castes and
by playing on their poverty, thus encouraging the caste struggle
rather than abolishing it, as was their claim. Curiously enough,
the same missionaries who accuse the Balinese of religious super-
ficiality approve of the converts made under false pretences
who know nothing of Christianity except rubber-stamp Malay
phraseology.

In the meantime, while the controversy rages on, the shrewd
missionaries are steadily gaining ground. At present a Catho-
lic priest and a Protestant missionary are stationed in Den Pasar,
and another missionary, a Catholic, is stationed in Buleleng, all
three undoubtedly discreet but tireless in their efforts to " save "
the Balinese.

But Bali is certainly not the place where missionaries could im-
prove in any way the moral and physical standards of the people
and it is hard to believe, knowing the Balinese character, that they
will succeed. Religion is to the Balinese more than spectacular
ceremonies with music, dancing, and a touch of drama for virility;
it is their law, the force that holds the community together. It is
the greatest stimulus of their lives because it has given them their
ethics, culture, wisdom, and joy of living by providing the exu-
berant festivity they love. More than a religion, it is a moral
philosophy of high spiritual value, gay and free of fanaticism,
which explains to them the mysterious forces of nature. It is
difficult to imagine that it will ever be supplanted by a bleak
escapist faith devoid of beautiful and dramatic ritual.

The little island of Bali, now famous for the beauty of its
people, its intense religious life, and its colourful arts, music,